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‘W all live on Eprth._why# Wedl, Eorth is the only planet in owr solor sgstem thot has
all the things we need to swrvive: 21% owygen in the oir to breothe, woter to drink
and oll at just the right temperatwre warmed by the Sun. its nome comes from the
Old English word 'ertha” and the Anglo-Soxon word ‘erdn’ which meons grownd or sodl.

The Blur Plomet

Eorth, the third planet from the Swn ofter Meroury ond Venus, s referred to os “The
Blue PFlanet’ becouse of how it looks from spoce. This is due to the fact thot over § of

the Earth’s surface is covered in woter.

Did you kmow?
= Age: approximately &.5& billion yeors

= Dvameter: 13,000 km
= Distomce to San: 150,000,000 km
= Surface Tempermhare: 155

= Highest point: Mount Everest 8.8 km

Lowest point: Challenger Deep 10.9 bm below sen level

I'm Spinning Arownd

The Emrth spins on its ooas once ewery 24 hours = thot's whot gives us doy and night
as we spin to foce the Sun ond then owoy from it agoin. You wouldn't notice but the
Eorth's spin is nctunlly slowing down by 17 milliseconds per hundred yeors. Eventually
thiz will lengthen our doys but it will tnke oround 140 million years before our doy
will howe increased from 24 to 25 howrs. [ wonder if children 140 million gears from
now will hawe om ewtra howr at school.

Whilst it iz spinning, the Eorth is also orbiting The Sun, which takes 385 1 doys to do
ong full circuit. This gives us the length of owr years. Our seocons are olso dependent
on the orbit of the Earth as ouwr planet is tilted at an angle. This means thot oround
ong side of the Sun we are tilted towwords it = giving us warmer temperatures and
lomger days..owr summer. However, around the other side of the Swn we omre tilted
away from it giving ws less light and cooler temperotures - this is our winter. All in
all, it's @ pretty amnozing plenet mnd 1, for ome, om gloed to call it home.
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Questions

. 'What percentoge of Oxygen i in the air we breathe?

. ‘What is the highest thing on Earth?

. How long does it take the Earth to spin once on its axis?

. Will the Earth always spin at this speed? If not, how will it change?

. How mony ploanets are between us and the Sun and can you nome them?

. 'Why do we experience summer around one side af the Sun?

. Why is Earth also called The Blue Planet ?

. 'What 3 things make it possible for us to swrvive on Earth?




